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IN  THE  LIGHT  OF  THE   REFORMS.
Provinces. The Besponsivists were prepared not only to enter
the legislatures, but,to take full advantage of the opportunities
open to them under the constitution, by accepting any office of
responsibility offered to them. This did not mean that they
were any less ready than the Swarajists to carry on the struggle
for their common political ends, but they were strongly opposed
to the methods that had already been tried, and in particular to
civil disobedience.
Hindu-Muhammadan antagonism was the other main influence
on the elections. We have described how communal differences
developed into "deep political cleavage. Its effect became
apparent in the elections of 1926. The Swaraj Party was now
almost entirely Hindu, and Muhammadans no longer offered
themselves for election as members of the Party. Throughout
the north, in particular, they stood as Muhammadans first, while
Hindu candidates in the non-Muhammadan constituencies stood
under communal descriptions, e.g., as members of the Hindu
Mahasabha.
282.  These divisions were reflected in the composition of the
Central Legislature.    In the first Assembly, which consisted
so largely of  Moderates,  no  permanent  party   divisions were
formed.    In the second, the Swarajist and Independent groups
did not include between them by any means the whole of the
elected members of the Chamber.    In the third Assembly, for
the first time there developed something like a distribution of the
greater part  of  the  elected  members of the  Chamber into
organised groups.    Out of 105 elected members, the Swarajists
could now command the votes of only about one-third.      The
Independents   were   represented   in   reduced   numbers.      The
Nationalists,   a   new   party   under   an    old.   name,   included
the Responsive Cooperators and the Hindu Mahasabhaites, the
latter being the party of Hindu consolidation.    Most of tEe
Muhammadans organised  themselves  as the  Central Moslem
Party, under the leadership of Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan, while some
others acted with the Independent Party, led by Mr. Jinnah.
Finally, there was the European group, which, though small in
numbers, always exercises a considerable influence in debate.
In the early months of 1927 it looked as if the communal
question would govern political movements throughout India to
the exclusion of everything else. But, though its importance has
increased rather than diminished, the announcement of the
appointment of the Statutory Commission in November 1927
provided a question of more immediate concern which affected
for the time being the political alignment of parties.
PoMiical Forces in the Provinces.
283,  So far, we have been dealing with Indian politics as
reflected in the Central Legislature.    But a survey from the